THE BHS-KYOTO GAIDAI NISHI EXCHANGE PROGRAM
2017-2018
http://bhsjapanexchange.weebly.com
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION:
The Brookline High Japanese program is pleased inform you about our sister-school relationship with Kyoto Gaidai Nishi High School in Kyoto, Japan. We plan to visit this school and travel in Japan in April of 2018. In exchange, we will host students from KGN for a little over one week during March 2019. 
The travel in Japan will take place April 7-April 20nd, 2018 and include: travel to the Tokyo, Kamakura, Shirakawa-go and Kyoto areas, and a one-week host school and homestay visit in Kyoto. In return, BHS will host Japanese students and their chaperones during the 2018-2019 school year. If you are selected to participate (and are not a graduating senior), we hope that you will be able to host a student from Japan next school year, or help us find an alternate family to host. 
The goals of this program are to speak and interact in Japanese, to build a dialog with Japanese students about US-Japan relations and topics of mutual interest, to experience life as a member of a Japanese family, to visit a Japanese school, to visit Tokyo, Kyoto, and Shirakawa-go, to eat food typical of these regions, and to expand students’ knowledge of Japanese culture. 

BHS Japanese teachers Rachel Eio and Fukiko Shapiro and will chaperone this trip.  
ITINERARY HIGHLIGHTS:

Tokyo Area (4 nights/3 days):

· Visit Tokyo sites such as: Shibuya, Harajuku, Meiji Shrine, Akihabara Electronics District, Cherry Blossom Viewing in the parks, Studio Ghibli Museum
· Visit Kamakura to learn about its great Buddha statue and the surrounding temples and shrines. 

Gokayama/Shirakawa-go (1 night/2 days)

· Explore 250-year-old traditional thatched roofed homes (gassho-zukuri) in rural Japan. 

· Experience Japanese papermaking and traditional Japanese dance.

· Stay overnight in a traditional Japanese inn.

Kyoto (7 nights, 6 days):

· Live with Japanese host family and learn about family life
· Attend Kyoto Gaidai Nishi School for 4 days
· Travel to sites such as: Kiyomizu Temple, Nijo Castle, Fushimi Inari Shrine, Ginkaku-ji Temple, etc.
· Hands on activities such as: making traditional Japanese sweets, textiles, etc. 
ELIGIBILITY:
Juniors, and Seniors who are enrolled in Japanese 3/3H or 4/4H/4P class during the 2017-2018 academic year will be given priority.  Sophomores and Freshmen in Japanese 1 and 2/2H will be considered eligible if space allows.  
Students will be selected based on the following criteria:

· Strong academic record (defined as good study habits, participation, attendance)

· Interest in learning the Japanese language, history and culture

· Ability to serve as an ambassador from Brookline and the United States 

· Sensitivity to other people and cultures

· Perceived potential for personal growth 
· Successful completion of the application
If more than 16 eligible students apply, a lottery will be held.  

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
· Applications will also be available in rooms 246 and 215.
· Please return the completed application to Ms. Eio or Ms. Shapiro (room 215 or 246) by November 3, 2017 by 2:15 pm.  
Please fill out the financial aid application by November 3, 2017 by 2:15 pm (found at the Public Schools of Brookline website under Administration and Finance: https://www.brookline.k12.ma.us/Page/2210
Financial Aid Application: https://www.brookline.k12.ma.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3585&dataid=5786&FileName=FY17%20cover%20letter%20with%20application%20for%20website.pdf
COSTS: $4000
The trip includes:

· Round‐trip airfare between Boston and Japan

· Travel within Japan (all entrance fees, train and bus fees)

· Lodging within stay in Japan

· Visit to Japanese school

· Homestay with Japanese family

· Luggage delivery service

· Breakfast, lunch, snacks and dinner

· Tourist attraction admission fees

· Basic Travel insurance (premium plans available for an extra fee)
However, it does not include the following:

· Travel expenses to and from Logan airport
· Non-lodging costs incurred at hotels or other lodging (movie and internet rental, room service, laundry, telephone calls)

· Excess baggage or overweight baggage fees
· Passport (and visa if necessary) fees

· All personal expenses, such long distance phone calls at the host site, postage to mail packages back to the U.S., are each participant’s responsibility.
· Access to personal email accounts or the internet. Students may use internet cafes at their own expense.
· Personal purchases (gifts, souvenirs, etc.). Expenses will vary depending on the spending habits and budget of each participant.
If financial costs are a concern, please fill out the separate financial aid application and we will try and accommodate those needs.
QUESTIONS:

For any additional questions or concerns, please contact Rachel Eio or Fukiko Shapiro at:

Rachel_Eio@psbma.org 
Fukiko_Shapiro@psbma.org
Please include a phone number in your email to reach you in a timely fashion.
APPLICATION FOR BHS-KYOTO GAIDAI NISHI EXCHANGE PROGRAM
 Travel to Japan April 7-20, 2018; Host during March 2019 

Please return this form to Ms. Eio and Ms. Shapiro’s office (215) no later than 2:15 pm on November 3rd. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION

1. Applicant’s full name (as on passport)  _________________________________

2. Home address ____________________________________________________

3. Home phone  _____________________________________________________

4. E-mail  __________________________________________________________
5. Parent/Guardian’s name  ____________________________________________

6. Address (if different from above)  ______________________________________

7. Phone  ___________________________________________________

8. E-mail ___________________________________________________________
9. Parent/Guardian’s name  ____________________________________________

10. Address (if different from above)  ______________________________________

11. Phone  ___________________________________________________

12. E-mail ___________________________________________________________
TRAVEL DOCUMENT PREPARATION

1. Place of birth (County, State, Country)  _______________________________________

2. Student’s present country of citizenship  ______________________________________

3. Do you presently have a valid passport?  YES  ______  NO  ______

4. What is the expiration date on that passport? ___________________________________

5. If your passport is not from the USA, please explain your residency situation below (green card, student visa, permanent resident, etc.)
________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL INFORMATION
1. Class:
2018
2019
2020
2021
2. Dean and Guidance Counselor  ______________________________________
       3.  Past/Current Japanese Teachers:

a. Freshmen year: 

b. Sophomore year: 

c. Junior year: 

d. Senior year: 
3. Teachers during the 2017-2018 school year (include subject taught):

a. __________________________________

b. __________________________________

c. __________________________________

d. __________________________________

e. __________________________________

f. __________________________________
FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION

If you are interested in applying for financial aid to cover some of the costs of this trip, please fill out the separate Financial Aid Application form.  The form also asks for you to provide a copy of your 2016 tax return (Form 1040), among other relevant documents. To insure need-blind awards, these materials should be submitted separately online to the Department of Administration and Finance and will be reviewed confidentially by the Deputy Superintendent for Administration and Finance. More information can be found here: 
https://www.brookline.k12.ma.us/Page/2210
The application is: 

https://www.brookline.k12.ma.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3585&dataid=5786&FileName=FY17%20cover%20letter%20with%20application%20for%20website.pdf
Potential for Travel

1. Although previous travel experience is not a criterion for eligibility, it is essential that the students traveling abroad be prepared to deal with a number of challenges (distance, time, living with a host family and cultural differences). Please describe one moment in which you had to adapt to a new setting and what specific steps you took to transition and then move forward. 

2. What do you think will be the most challenging aspect of being abroad for two weeks?

3. What most excites you about the prospect of traveling to Japan?

4. Describe your ideal host family.

Personal Motivation

1. How will this trip help you grow as a student (of Japanese and/or overall) and as a person? What do you hope to get out of this exchange experience?

Hosting Capabilities (during the 2018-2019 school year)
1. Describe the accommodations your guest will enjoy (guest room, etc.) OR If you don’t think you can host a student, can you commit to securing other accommodations for your student with another student from BHS? If so, what?

2. What qualities are you looking for in your guest? What sort of relationship do you imagine you will have with your guest?

3. As a host, what do you imagine doing with your guest to help them discover BHS, the Brookline/Boston community, and American culture? 

4. Are you willing to host a student of a different gender than your own? 

The information in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge.

Student’s signature  _______________________________________  Date  __________  

Parent’s/Guardian’s _______________________________________  Date  __________  
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